Acetabular fracture: ORIF.
Acetabular fractures are often associated with multiple life-threatening injuries. The initial assessment of the patient sets baseline data for all further nursing assessments. Optimal patient care requires that the nursing staff be knowledgeable about the anatomy of the acetabulum, the classification of fracture type, the influence of the mechanism of injury, and potential complications. A basic understanding of the surgical approach and relevant post-operative care is mandatory. Patients with acetabular fractures present a complex nursing challenge. Although nursing involvement may be limited to initial assessment and stabilization prior to transport to a different hospital, a knowledgeable nurse can make a difference in patient outcome.